
CONGRESSMAN OLVER AND "FRIENDS OF BOSNIA" URGE PRESIDENT CLINTON TO ADOPT STRONGER POLICY TOWARDS KOSOVA ON THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF SREBRENICA MASSACRE
July 28, 1998

  

WASHINGTON -- At a press conference in front of the U.S. Capitol,                Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)&nbsp; announced today that                he sent a letter, signed by over eighty Members of the House of                Representatives, to President Clinton urging a stronger Administration                policy towards Kosova, a region of Serbia made up of 90% ethnic                Albanians.              

"The stabilization of Kosova is of great importance to the United                States," Olver said.              

"If we are serious about protecting peace in Bosnia, supporting                human rights in the former Yugoslavia, and bringing an end to the                campaign of ethnic cleansing waged by the Milosevic regime -- we                must urge a stronger United States foreign policy toward Kosova."              

"We have assumed a leadership role in the process to bring peace                to the warring republics of the former Yugoslavia. Since the signing                of the Dayton accords, we have invested heavily in the economic                development efforts in the region. However, our policy of reconciliation                and reconstruction is being threatened by the Serbian regime's continued                attacks on Kosova's Albanian population."              

In addition to the letter to the President, a petition was presented                which was signed by 18,000 people demanding the arrest of Ratko                Mladic and Radovan Karadzic, both indicted by the International                War Crimes Tribunal for their role in genocide three years ago in                Srebrenica when 8,000 Bosnian men and boys were massacred.              

The letter to the president was signed by 18 human rights and non-governmental                organizations. 
               &nbsp; 
               Speakers at the press conference included Congressman John Olver;                Glenn Ruga, Director of Friends of Bosnia; Holly Burkhalter, a representative                of&nbsp; Physicians for Human Rights; and Steve Albert, editor of                BosNet, an Internet news magazine covering Bosnian issues.             
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